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' Facile a vivre ? * I said. ' I thought that his vanity had been difficile et exigeante?
' As a public man/ said Ampere, ' yes ; and to a certain degree ^in general society. But in intimate society, when he was no longer " posing," he was charming. The charm, however, was rather intellectual than moral.
' I remember his reading to us a part of his memoirs, in which he describes his early attachment to an English girl, his separation from her, and their meeting many years after when she asked his protection for her son. Miss Clarke was absorbed by the story. She wanted to know what became of the young man, what Chateaubriand had been able to do for him. Chateaubriand could answer only in generals: that he had done all that he could, that he had spoken to the Minister, and that he had no doubt that the young man got what he wanted. But it was evident that even if he had really attempted to do anything for the son of his old love, he had totally forgotten the result. I do not think that he was pleased at Miss Clarke's attention and sympathy being diverted from himself. Later still in Madame Rdcamier's life, when she had become blind, and Chateaubriand deaf, and Ballanche very infirm, the evenings were sad. I had to try to amuse persons who had become almost unamusable.'
' How did Madame de Chateaubriand/ I asked, ' take the devotion of her 'husband to Madame Rdca-mier ?'
' Philosophically/ answered Ampere.    ' He would not
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